joS                               CENSORSHIP
to keep war correspondents away from the front in
case they should see something that they ought not to
see. There was a Maginot Line of hush-hush which
was deadening to the spirit. Just as the General Staff
had not had the confidence to attack the Siegfried Line
when Germany was engaged with Poland, so they had
not had the confidence to allow the Press to think for
itself and to speak for itself With Parliament in recess,
there was all the more need to allow the Press to be a
vehicle of information both for the Government and
for the people. The Government had at its disposal a
means of helping the public to find itself during these
weeks of trial, but French journalism, as an independent
means of expression, was killed during those nine
months of warfare. There were officials at the Ministry
of Information who were doing their utmost to get
rid of the dead hand of bureaucracy, which had the
Ministry in its clutch, and who were trying to over-
come the excessive caution of the Military. Propaganda
ceases to be effective when the publication of official
communiques or carefully controlled articles written
round those communiques are the only war news
allowed. An. intelligent public demands something
more than meagre official information served up with
enthusiastic accounts of the French Armies. Anything
optimistic was nearly always passed by the Censor,
and the optimistic method of writing was therefore
adopted by most French journalists and a few British,
One Paris correspondent of a well-known London daily
newspaper regularly sent out glowing accounts which